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Characterization of Hybird New Red-Wine Grape Cultivar
“Yama Merlot” (Japanese wild-grape X Merlot)
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The Experimental Vineyard, Institute of Enology and Viticulture,
Yamanashi University, Kofu 400, Japan

Abstract

The hybird red-wine grape cultivar “Yama Merlot” was selected and recommended
due to the following characteristics : (1) no cracking of berry ; (2) resistance to ripe-rot,
downy mildew, and gray mold ; (3) suitability for cultivation under the weather conditions
prevailing in Japan ; (4) high productivity ; (5) high quality wine with typical aroma and
taste.

Origin : Japanese original wild grape variety “Yama Budou” ( Vitis coignetiae ) X the
superior red wine grape variety of Bordeaux region “Merlot” ( Vitis vinifera).
Description : Mature leaf : pentagonal shape, large(295cr), three lobes, flat, green, shape
of leaf tip sharpe less 60°, petiole sinus U-shaped, open, color of petiole dark red, density
of prostrate hairs between the lower side veins medium.

Cluster and Berry : long conical shape, medium (220g), low berry density, berries
small (1.4g), roundish-shaped, color of skin violet black at maturity, medium bloom, high
sweetness of flesh juice (more than 20%), high acidity (less than 0.90%).

Ecotype : early bud burst time (mid-April), early flowering time (late May), and
medium maturing time (early or mid-September) at Kofu, no cracking of berry, high
productivity (more than 2ton/10a), resistance to ripe-rot, downy mildew and gray mold.
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